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Holy Child Primary and Nursery School is committed to ensuring that all staff responsible for the intimate care of children will undertake their duties in a professional manner at all times. We recognise that there is a need to treat all children with respect when intimate care is given. No child should be attended to in a way that causes distress or pain.

Every child in Holy Child Primary and Nursery School has the right to be safe and to be treated with dignity and respect.  The guidelines in this policy are designed to safeguard children and staff.

They apply to every member of staff involved with the intimate care of children.

Disabled children can be especially vulnerable.  Staff involved with their intimate care need to be sensitive to their individual needs.

Definition

‘Intimate care may be defined as any activity required to meet the personal care needs to each individual child.  Parents/guardians have a responsibility to advise staff of the intimate care needs of their child, and staff have a responsibility to work in partnership with children and parents’.  (Intimate Care Policy and Guidelines Regarding Children:  Area Child Protection Committee’s, 2005)

Principles of Intimate Care

The following are the fundamental principles upon which the Policy and Guidelines are based:
· Every child has the right to be safe.

· Every child has the right to personal privacy.

· Every child has the right to be valued as an individual.

· Every child has the right to be treated with dignity and respect.

· Every child has the right to be involved and consulted in their own intimate care to the best of their abilities.

· Every child has their right to express their views on their own intimate care and to have such views taken into account.

· Every child has the right to have levels to intimate care that are as consistent as possible.

Procedures

There will be occasions, particularly in Nursery and Year 1, when a child will require changing. All staff will try to encourage a child’s independence as far as possible when dressing / undressing however if necessary assistance will be given. In most cases this will mean the child will going into the toilet cubicle and assistant will pass clothes into child. There may be times that the child, particularly in Nursery, may need help removing their clothes and this will be carried out in the main toilet area. 
Intimate care forms are signed by parents/guardians at the Nursery/Year 1 Induction meeting in June. (Appendix A)

Staff who work with children that have specific medical needs and require help with personal care will receive specialist training, adhere to the school’s Code of Conduct and sign appropriate paperwork as drawn up by the child’s medical team.

Policy Review

This policy will be kept under constant review and it will be formally reviewed by September 2018. Responsibility for the review will be the responsibility of the Designated Child Protection Officer.

Chairman of the Board of Governor:___________________________
Principal: __________________________________________________

Appendix A

There will be occasions when your child will require changing. All staff will try to encourage a child’s independence as far as possible when dressing / undressing however if necessary assistance will be given. In most cases this will mean your child will going into the toilet cubicle and the assistant will pass clothes into child. There may be times when the child may need help removing their clothes and this will be carried out in the main toilet area. 

A child’s clothing will only be changed if:

· a toilet accident has occurred

· a child is sick 

· their clothes become wet through play e.g. water, creative 

Any parents who do not wish for staff to change/assist their child(ren) should speak to the class teacher.

Please read the above carefully and if you ARE IN AGREEMENT we would ask you to complete below and return to the class teacher.

I give permission for a member of staff to assist my child …………….………….. should he/she need any assistance  whilst changing clothing. 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………….. (Parent/Guardian)    
Date: ………………………….………..
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